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THE NEXT TIME YOU FIND YOURSELF 
WAY WAY OUT AT THE EDGE OF THE 
UNIVERSE/ YOU COULD DO A WHOLE LOT 
WORSE THAN SPEND A DAY ON NOVUS, 




ARE YOU READY FOR 
THE PARTY TONIGHT? 




I’VE BEEN PRACTICING 
MY DANCE MOVES' ' 


VES' < 
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THIS SYSTEM OF TRADING GOODS AND SERVICES IS 
CALLED ''BARTER/' AND IT WORKS PRETTY WELL - AS 
LONG AS THINGS DON'T GET TOO COMPLICATED.,. 
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OH, HELLO MR. MURT7 YOU'RE JUST 
IM TIME FOR OUR PARTY TONIGHT, 
CAN I CONVINCE YOU TO STAY? 




welcome 




NOVUS WAS GOVERNED BY THE WISE 
PRESIDENT TILLI, AND EACH YEAR 
SHE ORGANIZED A GREAT FESTIVAL 
TO SHOWCASE THE PLANET'S LATEST 
INNOVATIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS. 


RALLO, DEAR, I'D LIKE TO GIVE 
ALL THE GUESTS TONIGHT A GIFT. 
A SOUVENIR TO COMMEMORATE 
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MEANWHILE... | 
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FLOWERS?1 BZZT! MHAT I REALLY NEED 
ARE EGGS. EGG LEVELS DANGEROUSLY LON! 


SO ORICK WENT TO FARMER FRAG TO GET SOME EGGS, 
TO TRADE FOR DOUGHNUTS, TO TRADE FOR A WHIRLY-DOO. 



BARTER WAS SETTING COMPLICATED?! 




THE DAY NEARLY LOST, ORICK NOW FOUND 
HIMSELF AT A HAT SHOP FOR HORSES... 

YOU'RE FRIENDS WITH RENNA, 
THE FRUIT SELLER, AREN'T YOU? 

THINK YOU COULD BRING ME 
SOME APPLES FOR THESE FELLAS? 
THEY'RE SETTING A LITTLE HUNGRY. 
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IT TURNED OUT ORICK WAS NOT ALONE. 


WHAT A RIDICULOUS 
STATE OF AFFAIRS' . 


EVERYONE'S MAKING 
ALL THESE INDIRECT 
TRADES FOR THINGS 
THEY DON'T EVEN WANT.' 


ISN'T THERE SOME 
WAY THAT WE COULD ALL 
TRADE DIRECTLY FOR THE 
THINGS WE DO WANT? 


r WHAT IF EVERYONE 
AGREED TO ACCEPT ONE 
PARTICULAR THING 
> IN EXCHANGE FOR < 
ALL GOODS AND 
■X. SERVICES? y 


ONE THING, EH? A 
1 MEDIUM OF EXCHANGE 
FOR EVERY TRADE? THAT 
WOULD SAVE US A LOT OF 
TIME, BUT WHAT SORT 
OF THING WOULD IT BE? 


IT SHOULD BE 
SOMETHING WE 
CAN MULTIPLY 
FOR BIGGER 
TRANSACTIONS. 


THE SAME WAY 
L I MULTIPLY | 
1 MY APPLES ') 


THEN THAT THING 
WOULD HAVE VALUE 

for all of us. 


WHAT ABOUT FISH? 
THERE ARE PLENTY OF 
THESE JOKERS 
SWIMMING AROUND... 


WOULDN'T THAT BE 
A LITTLE TOO, UH- 
SHORTSIGHTED? 


ONE BY ONE, THE CITIZENS OF NOVUS RELAYED THEIR TRADING TROUBLES TO PRESIDENT TILLI.I 
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THERE'S 60T TO BE 
A MORE CONVENIENT 
WAY TO MAKE LARGE 
PURCHASES, 








































































































ItHE NEW DOLLARS WERE SO POPULAR THAT R^LLO WAS SOON PRINTING THEM IN A VARIETY OF DENOMINATIONS/ | 
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[THE PLANET'S ECONOMY EXPANDED EVEN FURTHER. 


THE CITIZENS OF NOVUS 
WERE BETTER ABLE TO 
EXPAND THEIR BUSINESSES 


_ uu£l 


X \ «' 


FLORA AND 6LIK FOR EXAMPLE, USED THEIR 
HARD-EARNED DOLLARS TO GROW THEIR 
SMALL ICE CREAM STAND INTO A THRIVING 
BUSINESS-COMPLETE WITH DELIVERY SERVICE/ 



, 1+ BUT WHEN SHE WENT 
TO RETRIEVE SOME 
MONEY FOR FLORA... 































































































































PRESIDENT TILU WAS NOT BROKE, OF 
COURSE—HER MONEY WAS STORED 
AT THE RIVER SANK. SO SHE SIMPLY 
WROTE A LETTER TO RALLO.,. 


^ „ BECAUSE PRESIDENT TILLI 
AUTHORIZED THIS EXCHANGE 
WITH HER OFFICIAL SIGNATURE, 
I WILL GIVE YOU THREE 
^ OF HER DOLLARS. 


THrS WAS A NEW DEVELOPMENT IN RALLO'S 
j DAY-TO-DAY BANKING RESPONSIBILITIES, 
BUT ONE HE FOUND VERY INTERESTING,,, 


IF HE WERE TO ESTABLISH A WAY IN WHICH THESE OFFICIAL 
LETTERS-QR CHECKS-COULD BE USED ON A REGULAR BASIS, 

IT WOULD MAKE BUYING THINGS MORE CONVENIENT FOR EVERYONE, 


THE BENEFITS OF THIS NEW CHECKING SYSTEM WERE 
IMMEDIATELY RECOGNIZED. BEFORE LONG, MANY OF THE 
CITIZENS OF NQVUS WERE PARTICIPATING IN THIS NEW 
PAYMENT SYSTEM, MAKING TRANSACTIONS EVEN EASIER,,, 



BUSINESSES CONTINUED TO GROW. 


MY CREW AND I CAN ONLY WORK 
SO FAST WITH WHAT WE HAVE/ IF 
ONLY I WERE ABLE TO SORROW 
SOME MONEY TEMPORARILY AND ' 
THEN PAY IT BACK ONCE MY , 
f PROFITS ROLLED IN... HMML, J 1 


SOME BUSINESSES FACED NEW CHALLENGES- 


VENNY THE CARPENTER TOOK HIS IDEA TO THE BANK- f - 
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THE RESIDENTS DECIDED TO CREATE AND FUND A CENTRAL BANK THAT COULD MONITOR 
THE HEALTH OF ALL THE BANKS OF NOVLfS, ENSURE THAT THE BANKS HELD ENOUGH 
RESERVES, AND LEND THEM MONEY DURING BANK RUNS OR OTHER EMERGENCIES* 






































































TO BE CONTINUED. 


CENTRAL 

BANK 


hWtiiff 


^THE 

HiV£H 

Ba^K 




































































FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE NEW YORK FED'S 
OUTREACH & EDUCATION, VISIT: 

NEWYORKFED-ORO/OUTREACH-AND-EDUCATION 


FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF NEW YORK 
COMMUNICATIONS & OUTREACH 
33 LIBERTY STREET 
NEW YORK, NY 10045 

NOT FOR RESALE 

FOR FREE DOWNLOADS, VISIT: 
NYFED.ORG/COMICBOOKS 
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